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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e throug h. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-9 and 11 and ADD new claims 12-14, in accordance with the 
following: _ — ----' -- 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data search system, comprising: 

a data retrieving part fewetrieving data; 

a classifying and arranging part ^classifying and arranging data in the data retrieving part 
on a display screen in accordance with feature values; 

a ground information providing part for-providing each data with ground information 
visualizing grounds fer of the classification and the arrangement of the data by th e class i fy i ng 
and arrang i ng p aft; and 

a display part ^displaying each data together with corresponding ground information in 
accordance with the classification and the arrangement i nformation from th e c l assifying and 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 1, 
ut ili z i ng wherein the data retrieving part receives the a s e arch k e y for a subs e qu e nt s e arch, 
ground information displayed on the display part or a part of the ground information, or 
information obtained by altering a part of the ground information, and conduct i ng conducts a 
subsequent search processing by use of the received information as a search key . 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 2, 
wherein the classifying and arranging part conducts self-organization mapping processing in the 
classification and the arrangement proo e ss i no- of the data so that the data having similar feature 
values are disposed close to each other. 


4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 1, 
wherein the classifying and arranging part conducts self-organization mapping processing in the 
classification and the arrangement proc e ss i ng -of the data so that data having similar feature 
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values are disposed close to each other. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 1, 
wherein the ground information is label information representing information on feature values 
used in the classification and the arrangement and distribution information on the feature values of the 
data. 


6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 5, 
wherein the data is image data, and in the label information, the information on the feature 
values is color information, and the distribution information on the feature values is color 
histogram information. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 5, 
wherein the data is image data, and in the label information, the information on feature values is 
information on wavelet conversion feature values, and the distribution information on the feature 
values is distribution information on frequency components of the image data subjected to 
wavelet conversion. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 5, 
wherein the data is image data, and in the label information, information on the feature values is 
edge information in image data, and the distribution information on the feature values is 
histogram information including a direction of an edge portion in the image data as an element. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A- The data search system according to claim 5, 
wherein the data is image data, and in the label information, the information on feature values is 
color information, and the distribution information on the feature values is representative of_color 
information. 

10. (ORIGINAL) A data search method, comprising: 

retrieving data; 

classifying and arranging the data at a position on a display screen in accordance with feature 

values; 

providing each data with ground information visualizing grounds for classification and 
arrangement at the position on the display screen; and 
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displaying each data together with corresponding ground information at a classification and 
arrangement position. 

i' 



11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program for realizing a data search 
system, comprising: 

data retrieving processing for r e tr ie v i na to retrieve data; 

classifying and arranging processing for c l ass i fying and arr a na i na to classify and arrange 
the data obtained from the data retrieving processing at a position on a display screen in 
accordance with feature values; 

ground information providing processing of prov i d i ng each data with ground information 
visualizing grounds fef- of the classification and the arrangement at the position , i n th e c l ass i fy i ng 
a nd a rrang i ng proc e ss i ng ; and 

display processing of d i sp la v i na to display each data together with corresponding ground 
information at a classification and arrangement position. 


12. (NEW) The data search system according to claim 1, wherein the display part 
displays the ground information corresponding to each data in a caption state so that the ground 
information accompanies each data. 

13. (NEW) The data search method according to claim 10, wherein, in the display 
operation, the ground information corresponding to each data is displayed in a caption state so 
that the ground information accompanies each data. 

14. (NEW) The computer program according to claim 11, wherein, in the display 
processing, the ground information corresponding to each data is displayed in a caption state so 
that the ground information accompanies each data. 
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